
  

 

Rocky Mountain Creative Quilters 
December 2009 « January 2010 

Newsletter 

Pass this newsletter along to anyone you know who may be interested in RMCQ and invite 

them to join us. Inside the newsletter this month: 

See pages 2ï4 for RMCQ ð 24 Months Old and Such a Precocious Toddler was written 

by Janet Pugh and summarizes some of the highlights of RMCQ during 2009. 

To find out about the January 2010 program and workshop with Betsy Cannon, see page 5. 

Information about Upcoming Programs and Workshops can be found on pages 6ï7. Also, 

page 7 contains a note written by Maxine Carlstedt on behalf of the Program Committee. 

For announcements about RMCQ members and the 2010 RMCQ calendars, go to page 8. 

To find information about whatôs happening at The Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum, see 

page 9.  

RMCQ Membership Renewal, Call for Entries, how to submit information for the RMCQ 

newsletter and the RMCQ website are on page 10, 

Page 11 contains Upcoming Regional Events, information about the RMCQ Board Meet-

ings, and a special Thank You to Susan Morehouse. 

RM CQ Meeting -  Monday January 11, 2010 
Betsy Cannon © §Forty Years of Funny Quilts¨  

Fort Collins Senior Center 
1200 Raintree Drive 

Meeting registration starts at 6:00 PM  
Business meeting begins at 6:45 PM  
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 RMCQ « 24 Months Old and Such a Precocious Toddler ª Part 1 
For a Guild just two years old, RMCQ has had an amazing year. We have accomplished so much 

that celebrating our successes in 2009 seems quite fitting. Created to promote the art of and ex-

pand the knowledge of contemporary quilting, and to provide a forum which supports quilters of 

all skill levels, this year we certainly met that challenge. The Program Committee brought us 

nine artists who inspired us with their talent and their fiber art pieces. Six workshops offered op-

portunities to learn new techniques and challenge ourselves to grow as artists. 

For less than $3 a meeting, members were exposed to a wide spectrum of contemporary fiber art.  

Melody Randol launched our second year with her method 

of §Capturing Nature in Fabric.¨ Beginning with her own 

nature photos, she showed how the photos were manipulated 

digitally, printed in banner length strips, then covered with 

fused fabric strips and snippets, and then enhanced with 

stitching. 

In February, we met and marveled at Carol Shinn, whose 

freestyle machine embroidery transforms her photos into in-

tricate and realistic fiber pieces.  

Annette Kennedy demonstrated how the use of textile paints 

adds texture, depth, and detail to her pictorial quilts.  

We learned fabric dyeing techniques from Janet Jo Smith.  

Laura Wasilowski's style of using vibrant solid colors of her own hand-dyed fabrics  fused, then 

embellished with dyed yarns and threads, showed us how simplified design and intense color can 

create powerful, even though small, pieces.  

Denise Labadie shared her Irish Landscape quilts with us and spoke of her fascination with the 

ancient stone monuments she found in Ireland. Her skill 

at painting fabric to create perfectly colored and shaded 

stones, skies, and land surely inspired some of us to at-

tempt to try to create our own perfect fabric for future 

projects.  

Marta Amundson's trunk show and power point presen-

tation took us in a different direction. Her passion for the 

environment, endangered species, politics and women's 

issues results in powerful, unique, thought-provoking 

pieces. Marta works in multiple layers, often combining 

traditional piecing with stamping, text, screen-printed 

images and design repetition.  

British-born Kate Cox shared her journey as a fiber artist and a trunk show of quilts and gar-

ments.  

At our last meeting, Elda Kohl shared her stunning garments embellished with her own stencil 
designs, textural elements, fringe, and beading. 

A New Dawn by Melody Randol  

Dolmen on Inishmore, 2005, by Denise Labadie  
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In the six workshops offered this year, stu-

dents learned: 

1) How to create and use stencils to add a 

design on the surface of a fused back-

ground 

2) Freestyle machine threadwork tech-

niquesðshading, hatching, color-

blending 

3) Fabric dyeing techniques 

4) Creating simple fused pieces utilizing 

hand-dyed fabrics, fused bindings, and 

the use of hand-stitching with dyed 

threads 

5) Continuous-line machine quilting skills 

6) Collaged landscapes with freeform ma-

chine quilting stitches as embellishment 

Studio visits provided insight into the work-

spaces of graduate MFA students at CSU in 

April and at the June meeting when a Virtual 

Studio Tour was narrated by Landreth Hamil. 

Using photographs she and Mary McCauley 
had taken, we toured nine spaces in memberôs 

homes. On Saturday, June 13, RMCQ offered 

an Open Studio Tour of nine other homes, 

where both lon-

garmers and home 

machine quilters de-

sign and create. The 

day ended with re-

freshments, prizes, 

and a tour of Gwen 
Hatchette's lovely 

garden and enviable 

studio, plus a book-signing by author and art-

ist Carol Shinn. 

Financially, it was an exceptionally good 

year, as well. Two garage sales netted a total 

of $5000. A Silent Auction at the June meet-

ing, the Studio Tour, and sales from our 2nd 

and 3rd RMCQ Art Quilt Calendars also en-

riched our treasury. 

The Philanthropic Committee partnered with 

Loveland's Habitat for Humanity by making 

Art Quiltlets with a housing theme for their 

Auction this Spring. 

 

The By-Laws Committee worked hard to re-

word, clarify,and augment the Guild By-Laws 

and Standing Rules to better fit our structure 

and function. 

We also experimented with a few additions to 

our meetings: Getting to know one member 

who is the Featured Artist of the Month and 

Project/Technique Kits, which for minimal 

cost allow us to experiment with a new tech-

nique. Fabric rusting and Oil Paintsticks have 

been our first two kits. Both ideas seemed 

popular with those who were eager to try 

something new. 

RMCQ « 24 Months Old and Such a Precocious Toddler ª Part 2 

Quiltlet by Charlotte Jackson 
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We can celebrate successes with some of our 

talented members who this year have won 

major awards:  

Cookie Warner, whose §Crossing Over¨ won 

Best of Show at the Mancuso Denver Quilt 

Show and then lst Place at IQF-Houston in 

her category.  

Linda Hibbert's §Phantom Valley¨ was 

awarded lst Place for Innovative Wall Quilt 

at Road to California and then Best Colorado 

Quilt Entry at the Denver Show.  

Nancy Tracy won Best Hand Workmanship-

Pieced in the 2009 Hoffman Challenge.  

Jeanie Sumral- Ajero taped segments with 

both Quilting Arts TV and The Quilt Show 

with Ricky Tims and Alex Anderson.  

Gwen Hatchette was commissioned to create 

22 wall art quilts for a new project at The 

Broadmoor.  

Annette Kennedy's §Mountain Chapel¨ won 

Best Pictorial Quilt at Road to California and 

then Best Wall Quilt at the AQS Show in Pa-

ducah, KY.  

Lynn Jaenke¦s §To Russia with Love¨ was 

the Show Committee Choice at the Rocky 

Mountain Quilt Festival in August. 

So, as the old Sinatra song goes, ñIt Was a 

Really Good Year.ò We are indebted to our 

two Presidents, Cookie Warner and Carol 
Anderson, the Board Members, the Program 

Committee, the Studio Tour Committee, our 

new Publicity Committee, our Newsletter 

Editors, Website managers, and the many 

who have stepped forward to help this year in 

numerous ways. It ñtakes a villageò to make a 

successful Quilt Guild. 

A Special Thank You goes out to Landreth 
Hamil who brought many innovative ideas 

and incredible energy to RMCQ. She gave 

hundreds of hours to many different aspects 

of the Guild. From the first nominating com-

mittee efforts and phone interviews of mem-

bers, the ByLaws Committee, Publicity, help-

ing organize the Long Arm Group and a new 

Critique Group, designing Studio Tour Signs 

and Posters, launching the Featured Artist 

concept and the Technique KitsðLandreth's 

efforts made a huge impact on RMCQ. Weôll 

miss you, Landreth, and wish you the very 

best out there in the Pacific Northwest!!   

RMCQ « 24 Months Old and Such a Precocious Toddler ª Part 3 

Here's to an even greater 2010!  I can't wait 
to see where we'll go!       Janet Pugh 
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Upcoming RMCQ Programs and Workshops  

December 2009 « There was no guild meeting in December. 

January 11, 2010 © Betsy Cannon © §Forty Years of Funny Quilts¨ 
with a workshop also on Monday, January 11 from 10 A.M.ï4 
P.M. ñEmbellish That Quilt!ò 

Betsy will present a trunk show of her dazzling workð

dazzling because Betsy is a beader extraordinaire. She has yet 

to meet an embellishment she doesnôt love and believes that if 

a little is good, more is better. Another reoccurring theme that 

is noticeable to those fans that follow her work is the appear-

ance of chickens or even chicken parts in many of her designs. 

Iôm sure she will try to explain this fascination with poultry. 

This past summer her quilt ñDonôt Fence Me In, Baby!ò was 

part of the 28th  Annual Fabric of Legacies Art Quilt Exhibition at the Lincoln Center in Ft. 

Collins. Betsyôs quilts have been exhibited 

internationally and are in many private and 

public collections such as Kaiser Permanente 

in Boulder and Rocky Mountain Quilt Mu-

seum. Now living in Centennial, Co, Betsy 

was born in New Mexico and grew up in west 

Texas, which might explain her love of the 

outlandish, and things that sparkle. See more 

of her work at www.betsycannon.com. 

Betsyôs workshop ñEmbellish That Quilt!ò 

will be held at The Ranch on Monday, Janu-

ary 11 from 10 A.M.ï4 P.M. 

Go to the registration page on the RMCQ 

website for information and a registration 

form.  

Give yourself a holiday gift. Sign up for this 

workshop.  

http://www.betsycannon.com
http://www.r-m-c-q.org/files/RMCQ_workshop_betsy_cannon.pdf
http://www.r-m-c-q.org/files/RMCQ_workshop_betsy_cannon.pdf
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February 8, 2010 © Charlotte Ziebarth © 
§Creating Digital Cloth¨ « a digitally projected 

Trunk Show of Charlotteôs work.  

Charlotte will also present a workshop  

titled, §Digital Art from Photos Using  
Photoshop Elements." This workshop is a two-

hour demonstration on how to create digi-

tal art from your photographs using Adobe 

Photoshop Elements. Charlotte will use a 

digital projector to show students how she 

manipulates, alters, and prints her photos 

on fabric, which becomes the pieces of her 

quilts. Charlotte will also have handouts for the workshop, and her recently published book will 

be available for purchase but not necessary for the workshop. Adobe Photoshop Elements 

comes in versions compatible with PC and Mac computers. Trial versions can be downloaded 

from the Adobe Web Page. The cost of this workshop is $20 for RMCQ members, $50 for non-

members. To register, download and complete a form from the RMCQ website: http://www.r-m

-c-q.org/files/RMCQ_workshop_Charlotte_Ziebarth.pdf to get a registration form. 

Upcoming RMCQ Programs and Workshops (continued) 

March 8, 2010 © Do Palma © "Nothing New 
Under the Sun." a trunk show of current work. 

Do makes art quilts that feature her attraction 

to Latin colors, rhythms, and folklore from her 

childhood in Venezuela. Themes include mys-

teries, politics, crows, and explorations. See 

more of her work at www.dopolma.com.  

April, 2010. It is the practice in Japan to honor 

outstanding artists and craftsmen with the des-

ignation of ñNational Treasure.ò We discovered a 

Fort Collins ñtreasureò at our November, 2009, meeting, Elda Kohls. We salivated over and cov-

eted her wonderful wearable art pieces. Some of those present literally jumped at the chance to 

model them. 

We have gathered a long list of names of those who were interested in learning some of her sur-

face design techniques. She has agreed to do a two-day workshop for us this month. Watch this 

space for the announcement.  

Splendor in the Grass by Do Palma 

http://www.r-m-c-q.org/files/RMCQ_workshop_Charlotte_Ziebarth.pdf
http://www.r-m-c-q.org/files/RMCQ_workshop_Charlotte_Ziebarth.pdf
http://www.dopolma.com
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July 12, 2010 © Ruth Powers © §Dare to be Different¨ with a workshop ñIntroduction to Picture 

Piecing.ò 

August 9, 2010 © Vicki Pignatelli © §10 Attributes That Make a Good Quilter Better¨ with two, 

one-day workshops, ñColor Your Quilt Beautifulò and ñCrazy About Curves.ò 

November 8, 2010 © Ann Fahl © §It¦s in the Details¨ with a one or two day workshop to be 

announced. 

Upcoming RMCQ Programs and Workshops (continued) 
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Announcements 

The RMCQ calendars are available for 

purchase! These make great Christmas 

gifts and stocking stuffers, and they are 

only $10 each. These quilts showcase 

the art and talents of some of the 

RMCQ members. Check Octoberôs 

newsletter to see whose quilts appear in 

the calendar. 

There are several ways to purchase the 

RMCQ calendars: 

�( ��E-mail Kay Jones at  

treasurer@r-m-c-q.org.  

�( ��Purchase them at any RMCQ meet-

ing. 

�( ��Send a check and note telling us 

how many calendars you would like 

to: 

    RMCQ 

    P.O. Box 272713 

    Fort Collins, CO  80525 

RMCQ  2010 Calendars 

Mary McCauley will be giving a presentation on Contemporary Quilts at the Longmont Quilt 

Museum Saturday, January 9, from 10 ï 11 am in conjunction with the Connecting Threads 

Quilt Exhibit, which is on display from November 28, 2009 to February 7, 2010. 

Vicki Carlson¦s Incubation, Kit Robinson¦s Monasterio de Santa Catalina, and Louisa Smith¦s Color 

Play and Windows of Opportunity were juried into Stitch. Design. Art., a regional SAQA exhi-

bition, which will be held at the Old Firehouse Art Center in Longmont, CO from January 8 ï

February 20, 2010. 

Aynie Hanna¦s Triathalon Swim Start will be shown in the Noteworthy section of the January 

issue of Machine Quilting Unlimited, which will be published in mid-December. 


